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FOREWORD

CREATING AND COLLECTING ON IMPACT

For many designers who are just starting out, their practi-
ce is one of few limitations and many possibilities. It ranges
from experimenting and carrying out research, finding in-
terdisciplinary ways of working and searching for possible
collaborations, to generating publicity to increase visibili-
ty for their work. That requires time and space - time and
space that the Creative Industries Fund NL offers every
year to a group of young makers and designers in the form
of talent development grants. For those selected, recei-
ving this grant often marks an important moment in their
personal development. But they must also give something
in return. The year that follows is one that revolves around
courage, vulnerability, uncertainty and perseverance.

Don Kwaning gives an apt description: ‘The
fact that | have been given room to struggle was the most
valuable thing for me.” His work centres on the potenti-
al of plant-based materials. The way you shape a rewar-
ding practice around that is an important question. How
you can create the best possible expression of your work
is another. In his quest to achieve this, Qasim Arif disco-
vered the value of collaboration over the past year. And
he found that when you’re working together, you some-
times need to give up a bit of your creative capacity. Cleo
Tsw learned that it can be valuable to say more about your
work than you would like to — she prefers to leave the in-
terpretation of her work to the viewers. But to do that,
sometimes you need to take the first stab at it yourself.

These are just three observations from
three of the talented individuals who received support
this year. We also captured interesting moments from the
other 32 in the written interviews and video portraits we
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made. They share stories about their work and develop-
ment, and between the lines it’s clear that they’ve all been
forced to add an extra layer to their work in the last year
due to the reality of covid-19: from intimacy to detach-
ment, from collaboration to isolation, and from inspiration
to frustration. That’s why the Creative Industries Fund NL
is especially proud to introduce this group in the Klokge-
bouw during Dutch Design Week 2021. And of course, we’ll
offer them an online stage via our Talent Platform which
has brought together more than 250 talented designers
to date. But we’re also pleased to be able to put them in
the spotlight in this publication.

Next year, we’ll do the same with the largest
group ever: 51 young makers and designers will receive a
talent development grant. We are delighted to have recei-
ved extra resources from Minister Van Engelshoven, allo-
wing us to put even more emphasis on talent development
during this crisis.

For now, we hope you enjoy the 35 profiles
of the extraordinarily talented individuals who were sup-
ported this year.

Syb Groeneveld
Executive Director
Creative Industries Fund NL
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INTRODUCTION

TALENT DEVELOPMENT IN TIMES OF CRISIS

Crises often bring out the best in creative thinkers, ma-
kers and researchers. Extreme circumstances require a
critical, innovative and problem-solving approach - quali-
ties these professionals have been trained in or have lear-
ned on the job. However, the health crisis caused by the
covid-19 pandemic has taken its toll on the 35 creators
and designers who received a Talent Development grant
this year as it affected them severely. Imagine you are at
the very beginning of your career and the Creative Indus-
tries Fund NL offers you a year to accelerate your learning
curve with internships abroad, exceptional collaborations,
inspiring exhibition and museum visits and specialist con-
sultations. However, your daily life consists of social dis-
tancing, lockdowns and travel quarantines.

The class of 2021 has demonstrated tre-
mendous adaptability and combined acute concentrati-
on with improvisation and flexibility. Meetings have moved
online, and the limited travel options have been used op-
timally. But above all, through introspection and critical
reflection, these young designers and makers have char-
ted a singularly original course unperturbed. Their inves-
tigations range from Afrofuturism (Wes Mapes) and me-
dieval paganism (Sophia Bulgakova) to materials research
into recyclable glaze (Seok-hyeon Yoon) and plant-based
cheese (Philip Kolmann). More than in previous years, the
talents have been able to maintain a clear focus. After all,
there were hardly any external stimuli and influences.

In short, it was a year in which the world si-
multaneously stood still and raced ever onwards. It is al-
most inevitable that these new talents who have evolved
in this context are well versed in working under pressure.
They are able to cope with constantly changing circum-
stances and recognise the expectations that society pla-
ces on their work. Resilience could easily become their
signature trait. This fact is again underlined by nominating
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no less than two promising Young Designer talents for a
Dutch Design Award: Audrey Large and Bodil Ouédraogo.
They are ready for a crisis, which is just as well because
this pandemic is not the only challenge of our time.

A hopeful sign is that these upcoming ta-
lents and their work are entirely in tune with the zeitgeist.
They prioritise diversity and equality and seek a critical and
unbiased deconstruction and subsequent decolonisation
of their fields, be it product design, architecture, fashion,
digital media, or anything in between. They question exi-
sting power structures and actively pursue an equal and
radical inclusivity.

Plurality and polyphony are the starting
points for selecting the talents. The scout nights, which
the Creative Industries Fund NL launched in 2019, are in-
dispensable in this regard. At these events, makers who
may have challenges accessing funds and subsidies — such
as the Talent Development Scheme - because they re-
ceived their education outside of the established path-
ways and can make a pitch to a jury. This process yields
enriching proposals for social inclusion and contributes to
professional innovation. Academy-trained designers col-
laborate with bottom-up initiatives, while self-taught cre-
atives underpin their streetwise visual language with the-
oretical discourse. Artisanal stained glass designer Funs
Jansen researches the Black Archives for his current il-
lustrations. Self-trained filmmaker and Biologist Frances
Rompas, applied to Milan’s prestigious Instituto Europeo
di Design.

The talents fully utilise creativity’s empowe-
ring capacity. It is not surprising that Viktor Papanek was
once again in the spotlight this year, and the old adage
‘design for all’ has taken on a new meaning. Urgent pro-
jects investigate a broad range of social issues and whe-
re possible, they draw on personal experiences, such as
the incisive projects on autism (Asefeh Tayebani) or bur-
nout (Sydney Rahimtoola). Some talents focus on queer
emancipation (Gabriel Fontana, Renee Mes), the problems
of the third generation of Moroccan-Dutch heritage (Kha-
lid Amakran), or intersectional identities such as bicultural
and queer (JeanPaul Paula). These talents are also rooted
in the communities they make central to their work.

This self-evident agency, or ownership, is
not a precondition for an engaged professional practi-
ce. Commitment and empathic activism are just as impor-
tant. The political antenna of these emerging talents is fi-
nely tuned. For example, Lesia Topolnyk conducted an
in-depth study into the architecture of power instituti-
ons such as the Kremlin and NATO. After all, understan-

ding how such entities are organised is a prerequisite for
redistributing power.

In all the attention paid to individual well-
being, we may forget that the Earthis also experiencing
a profound health crisis. We can no longer deny climate
change. The only question is: to what degree is this the
result of human activity? Louis Braddock Clarke has de-
veloped his own geological instruments to trace this data
down to Earth’s deepest layers. At the same time, prag-
matic suggestions for change are made; as Jean-Francgois
Gauthier demonstrates, planting the right tree in the right
place can make all the difference.

The Talent Development Scheme’s class of
2021 could appear to be a homogeneous group. Indeed, a
juncture of crises has shaped them. However, each talent
formulates their own answers or questions. Their practi-
ce can no longer be reduced to the usual categories of
fashion, product design, architecture and digital. Even
designations such as installation, transmedia or interac-
tive do not do justice to their creative authenticity. They
hop from one discipline to another with ingenuity and re-
sourcefulness. Arabic calligraphy merges with spatial de-
sign (ILLM/Qasim Arif), and migration issues are processed
into atonal soundscapes (Andrius Arutiunian). Sometimes,
new fields emerge, such as immersive storytelling through
a spatial installation, scenography, photography, data re-
search, and political activism (Irakli Sabekia).

Nevertheless, they have one thing in com-
mon: they want to play an active role making the neces-
sary social changes, bringing their vigor and empathy with
them. The challenges are considerable - there are no
ready-made solutions for climate change, a pandemic and
growing inequality — and this calls for focus, resilience and
ingenuity. Precisely the qualities these talents have acqui-
red in the past year.

Jeroen Junte
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‘Voyages’
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Tadas Salyga
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ANDRIUS ARUTIUNIAN

Andrius Arutiunian is a composer and sound artist who received
his BA and MA from the Royal Conservatory in The Hague. His
hybrid practices include multimedia installations and audiovi-
sual live performances that investigate the cultural and social
histories of different, often peripheral communities. In 2017
for example, he researched the Armenian diaspora and disco
music by collecting cassette tapes and records from the 1970s
and 1980s. Arutiunian then released a limited-edition record,
drawing upon the sounds of these sonic artefacts. ‘The proj-
ect examines how people interact with vernaculars, how they
express their cultural histories, and the extent to which a pe-
riphery can reveal who we are and our place in the world.’
Arutiunian’s The Irresistible Power of Silent Talking is
an audiovisual installation based on the automated system of
the iBorderCtrl algorithm. ‘This algorithm recognises the facial
expressions of migrants entering the European Union. Recog-
nising the necessity for a critical stance towards technology

‘The periphery is a safe haven
for marginalised communities’

and the political implications of using violent forms of surveillance
underpin my work.’ In a poetic way, Arutiunian questions the use of
technology as a political instrument in migration. ‘| am currently con-
ducting research which stems from my fascination with the word
“gharib”, or “foreigner” in English.” The word originates from Arabic
and Farsi and also occurs in Armenian and Greek. It differs from the

‘A critical stance towards

surveillance technology

is necessary’

Western interpretation of a foreigner as “the other” and is
more aligned with the idea of belonging to something with-
out being a part of it.’

Arutiunian is also involved with music events out-
side of the regular social or legal norms and rhythms such
as night-time raves. ‘The periphery is a safe haven for mar-
ginalised communities and a way to escape the focus of op-
pressive systems.” Arutiunian has recently spoken with cu-
rators, writers, philosophers and scientists from various
disciplines to create a performance which revolves around
instrument tuning and its link to alternative sonic realities.
‘In the future, | hope to take this collaborative approach
through conversations into my practice and develop it into
publications about belonging and nocturnal sonic events.’

=
=
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2021

‘Leaving Traces’,

[EEY
N

ASEFEH TAYEBANI

‘But you don’t look autistic’. Asefeh Tayebani heard that
sentence many times at the Graduation Show of the Gerrit
Rietveld Academy, where she exhibited her graduation proj-
ect to the press and public in 2018. Less than six months
earlier she was diagnosed with autism. ‘It’s difficult to ex-
plain to others what that exactly means’, Tayebani says. ‘|
noticed that what | said was often not understood or be-
lieved.” With the project Precious Burden she chose to let
others feel it. Three wearable accessories let you physical-
ly experience what it’s like to be hypersensitive in terms of
proximity, touch, sound and eye contact. Ever felt a paralyz-
ing shock when someone touches you? Experienced ambi-
ent noise as deafening? Or not being able to look someone
straight in the eye?

Nevertheless, she kept hearing that one sentence.
It became the title of her next project, which Tayebani started with
the support of Creative Industries Fund NL. Soon the online platform
butyoudontlookautistic.nl will be launched, specifically for women
with autism. ‘Almost everything you can find about this disorder is
geared towards men’, says Tayebani. ‘Women often don’t get the di-
agnosis until later in life, | was already thirty. And even then there is
a lot of disbelief; after all, you can’t see it on the outside.’ In the past
year she has conducted a lot of research, collected personal sto-
ries, and worked together with graphic designer Fallon Does on an
autism-friendly web design that does not put off the target group. ‘A
lot of websites | find difficult to deal with; | tune out when there’s too
much going on on the screen’, says Tayebani. Therefore, in this de-
sign extra attention has been paid to an orderly layout, without ex-
cessive information overload and bright colors.

Removing stigmas from illnesses and making the invisible vis-
ible; these are themes that inform much of Tayebani’s work. For ex-
ample, she conducted material research into healing ‘wounds’ in ma-
terials. After a course in clothing repair, where she learned
to darn socks with a needle and thread, to lock frayed edges
and repair tears, she decided to apply the same technique to
metal. Leaving Traces shows copper as you have never seen it
before; no smooth, tightly polished surfaces, but sheets with
dents, folds, scratches and holes. The visible care with which
they have been repaired with copper wire is touching. They
were broken, but that is no longer relevant; during the repair
process, they have only become more beautiful.

‘Almost everything you can
find about this disorder is

‘You don’t see it
on the outside’

geared towards men’

[EEY
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2020

‘Some Vibrant Things’,
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AUDREY LARGE

Audrey Large’s work oscillates accurately between the dig-
ital and the analogue. She doesn’t see the computer as a
means of reproducing reality, but rather one that produces
reality itself. She wants to use digital technology as a tabula
rasa where new forms can spontaneously arise. ‘| am a de-
signer, but | produce sculptures. | produce files that may
become objects. That’s where | can make a difference; not
so much in making objects, but in shifting the methodology
from object design towards making sculptures.” Her design
activity focuses on designing files which can be materialised
in different ways: digitally as a three-dimensional drawing or
tangibly as a 3D printed object.

Over the course of the past year she created work
for an exhibition at the Nilufar Gallery in Milan. The show was

‘The physical outcome
is just one possible
manifestation of the file’

presented in several different forms. As ‘a first chapter’, she made
an experimental website that allows the viewer to get close to the
work’s origin: the file. The website shows a floating tangle of irreg-
ularly shaped objects that can be pulled apart and viewed from ev-
ery angle. The objects seem impossible to ‘bring to life’, but Large
has also 3D printed these shapes. For the willing viewer, their func-
tions seem simple - a table or a shelf - because we simply have dif-
ferent expectations of design than of art. ‘| use function as a ‘sign’,

says the designer.

Large considers the digital form to be just as ‘real’ as

‘| produce files that
can become objects’

of the exhibition: Scale to Infinity.

the printed form. No hierarchy exists between the online pre-
sentation and the arrangement of objects in the gallery. The
modes of presentation highlight different aspects of her ap-
proach and show different materialisations of the files. ‘Peo-
ple always see the physical outcome, but that’s just one pos-
sible manifestation of the file. | always like to ponder the file’s
potential and materiality.” She pays a lot of attention to the
object’s perception and its tactile qualities, both digitally and
physically. The choices for the design’s execution - size, ma-
terial, colour - are endless. Hence the title of the online part

=
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DON KWANING

While out on his walks, designer Don Kwaning is always on
the lookout for beautiful plants with special colors and new
exciting materials. By ‘picking and fidgeting’ on a piece of
pitrus (a common grass-like plant), he discovered that the
inside of the stem is a fascinating foamy pith. For his gradu-
ation project, he processed this pitrus into twelve different
materials: from textile-like fibers that you can use to create
yarns, to paper and cardboard, to foam blocks and a light-
weight sheet material.

A goal for this year is to see if he can further de-
velop any of those materials commercially. This is general-
ly a lengthy and at times frustrating process which can take
anywhere from five to ten years. One of the challenges is
that the pith cannot yet be removed from the stem mechan-
ically, only by hand. Also, when scaling up, the pitrus that he
is able to buy from the Forestry Commission, which is try-

‘The fact that | have been
given this space for struggle,
is incredibly valuable to me.’

ing to control the lushly growing plant, is not enough. Cultivation will

then be required, a whole different story.

In addition to this search, this year Kwaning is also ex-

‘| sometimes hear that | look
at nature as if it were a store’

ploring how he wants to shape his practice in the future. What
makes him happy is showing the potential of plant-based ma-
terials, as an artisan in materials development. But what would
be the best way to do this? By developing a discovery into a
semi-finished product, which others can then use? Or by turn-
ing it into a ready-made interior design? Or more autonomous-
ly and conceptually to show the power of a material in a more
abstract form? And how does one put their personal stamp on
such an experiment?

These are questions Kwaning tries to answer through
trial and error, conversations with others and, above all, a lot
of thought. ‘I think that this grant has ensured that my mind
is now fully committed to this struggle. | don’t mean that in a
negative sense because it is actually positive. The fact that |
have been given this space, is incredibly valuable to me.’

N
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FRANCES ROMPAS

Frances Rompas studied biology at the University of Utrecht
and obtained her Master’s in Environmental Sciences at the
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Her practice combines her aca-
demic background as a biologist with moving images and instal-
lations, and looks for ways to poetically and visually translate
nature’s power, balance and dynamics. Her presentations aim
to connect the audience through watching, reflecting and ex-
periencing together. These values are also strongly reflected
in her activities as a DJ and event organiser in Utrecht.
Rompas’s practice includes video portraits that doc-
ument personal stories told not through words but the inter-
vening moments of intimate glances and silences. She employs
a broad visual language, meticulously focusing on composi-
tion and the subject’s movement therein. Rompas has recently been
making a very personal and autobiographical project about her ori-
gins. ‘| carry out historical research into the landscape where my an-
cestors lived in Minahasa, also known as Manado, in the Indonesian
province of North Sulawesi. | zoom in on the inland villages at the foot
of the Soputan volcano. The focus is on Manado’s landscape.” Her
approach is distinctive compared to other Indonesian diaspora sto-
ries that usually emphasize historical elements such as colonial rule
and war. ‘| approach the project from historical accounts and de-
scriptions of the environment. Feeling and emotion are cen-

‘My flags represent a
sense of displacement’

'S) tral to this. | want to have a thorough understanding of my
8 . ancestors’ landscape.’

- >,8 Rompas recently presented the first outcome of
© € @ her autobiographical project in the form of a public sculp-
% 3 ture comprising eight-metre-long bamboo sticks anchored
$ c»-g in the ground and various audio fragments. Long silk flags,
%.EC_U hand-dyed in red, purple and emerald green, dance in the
c 'g “» Wind on the bamboo. ‘Flags are usually a symbol of a country
085 and the mark of a specific place. However, my flags repre-
ﬁ w2 sent a sense of displacement and longing to be somewhere
C © ¢ else.’ Rompas wants to travel to Indonesia to complete her
g'g 8 project with a film tracing the history of her father and an-
— 3 ®@ cestors, in order to discover her own story.

N
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2021

‘Cirrus’,

26

Charlotte Visser

Photo:

FRANSJE GIMBRERE

The human body has always fascinated designer-artist Frans-
je Gimbrére. How it works, how it behaves and how it relates
to its surroundings. She is especially intrigued by the uncon-
scious processes; the things our senses almost impercepti-
bly register but however still influence our behaviour. ‘I think
that’s a huge part of design. If you want to get something done
with your design and bring about a certain experience, you
have to know why you give something a certain colour, shape
or materiality.’

Gimbrére has used the Talent Development year to
delve deeper into these mechanisms. She studied scientific
articles on environmental psychology, neuropsychology, the

‘| often use materials
in an unusual way’

more controversial neuroaesthetics (biological explanations for how
we experience beauty), and also biophilic design (design that seeks

connection with nature).

In addition, Gimbrére wants to broaden her range of skills,
materials and techniques. ‘| always start by asking how a technique
works. I'm fascinated by a certain look. The material isn’t the priori-
ty, but | often use materials in an unusual way.’ For example, she uses
soft textiles for rigid structures or hard metal for drapery. Her de-

signs are often abstract; the application can be completed

sign.’

colour, shape or materiality’

‘You have to know why you
give something a certain

background coalesces with an artistic approach.

by others. She also demonstrates alternative ways of how a
material can be used. ‘Since what | do is so conceptual, for
many people it remains difficult to imagine what purpose my
designs serve. | feel as if I'm on the boundary of art and de-

Whereas she used to make her work by hand, she
is now forging links with the industry and collaborates with
producers in weaving, knitting and braiding. She wants to
get a deeper understanding of these industrial processes
so that she can better serve her clients. She also wants to
think about the possibilities of these techniques and how
she can apply them in a different way. The ultimate goal of
this year of in-depth development for her is to translate all
the acquired knowledge into a design where the scientific

N
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Rodezand, Rotterdam, 2021

‘Een blokje om’,

N
(00)

FUNS JANSSEN

To whom does the city belong? This question returns in dif-
ferent guises in the work of Funs Janssen, alias Funzig, the
2021 Rotterdam City lllustrator. His recent work takes on
gentrification and continues from his graduation work re-
garding public urban space. Originally from Limburg, Funzig
has lived in the south of Rotterdam for the past ten years,
where the recently announced demolition of 524 afford-
able rental homes has reignited the debate about gentri-
fication’s social consequences. ‘It’'s not just in Rotterdam
South,” Funzig points out, ‘the same thing happens in the
city’s northerly neighbourhoods, such as Overschie, Kro-
oswijk and Spangen, and also in cities like Amsterdam, Lon-
don and New York.” Original residents, aided by munici-
pal and government policy, are being pushed out by investors and
wealthier new residents.

Funzig decided to archive blocks and neighbourhoods ear-
marked for demolition or redevelopment, which he does in his own
unique way. First he photographs the street and then converts the
photographs into a 3D model from which he creates illustrations -
his artistic interpretation. Funzigs cityscapes are always nocturnal.
‘This allows the lamp posts and car headlights to illuminate things in
the city you might possibly miss, making them easier to see.” The im-
ages will eventually be collected in a publication alongside recount-
ed experiences of ex-residents and essays by commentators and
researchers. Funzig works closely with researcher Hasret Em-
ine who is active in the Amsterdam branch of the political party
Bij1. ‘l want to give people at least a reminder of the place they
had to leave,” Funzig says. At the same time, the publication
is also for new residents and policymakers, allowing them to
see the effect of gentrification on a city and its residents. ‘I'd
love to expand this project and see what | can do in other cit-
ies where this is happening. | can also imagine that virtual real-
ity will be a way of viewing the 3D models I've made.’ To a cer-
tain extent, this would allow the city and its history to become
available again to people denied access to the city.

‘I want to give people at
least a reminder of the
place they had to leave’

‘You can see the
city better at night’

N
©
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2019

‘Multiform’,

30

Iris Rijskamp

Photo:

GABRIEL FONTANA

To which team do you belong? Who can, and should partic-
ipate? Who gets the ball? To which dressing room do you
have access? In the recent work of social designer and re-
searcher Gabriel Fontana, (team) sports are seen as a met-
aphor and model for society at large: ‘Sports are pre-em-
inently a normative and often exclusive domain. There are
gender-specific rules concerning behaviour and appear-
ance. Moreover, not all bodies are able to participate in ev-
ery sport.” Fontana observed how social norms are propa-
gated, internalised and reproduced in sports education and
decided to investigate and reshape this practice.

‘| had people play mixed team sports in silence and

Itimately, every form
of design is inherent

2

| design’

in socia

saw that girls got the ball more often and felt more at ease because
usually it’s mainly boys who shout each other’s names,’ says Fontana.
This raised the question of the voice’s role in the production and re-
production of social norms. For the Voice and (Hear)archies proj-
ect, Fontana designed a series of sports games that use the voice

and listening in a new way.

Fontana, whose father was a sports teacher, works at vari-
ous art academies and sees education as an extremely political con-
text. The production and reproduction of social norms and identi-
ties take place not only during sports education but also in the in-

teriors and design of educational institutes’ physical space.

text.

a normative and often

‘Sport is pre-eminently
exclusive domain’

designer, and to recognise one’s responsibility.’

His project Safer Landscapes responds to this and offers a
Queering Manual, a practical set of interventions that insti-
tutions and teachers can use to disrupt the usual norm-af-
firming practices and achieve a more inclusive physical con-

Fontana, who works at the intersection of sociol-
ogy and design, enjoys collaborating with people from dif-
ferent disciplines to broaden his understanding. ‘Ultimate-
ly,” he says, ‘every form of design is inherent in social design.’
Design produces and reproduces ideologies. ‘It is important
to recognise the complexity of the issues you deal with as a

w
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Imke Panhuijzen
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INEZ NAOMI
CORREA ALVES

Eleven bad-ass women on a bright pink soccer field. Cool,
self-confident and proud of their bodies, dressed only in
a fashionable bikini made of second-hand soccer shirts.
These are the first campaign photos with which Inez Naomi
Correa Alves launched her brand Versatile Forever. A year
ago, in addition to her design and styling work for estab-
lished retail and fashion brands, she decided to start her
own fashion label from a completely different perspective:
Versatile Forever stays well away from fast fashion.

‘| became annoyed with practices in the fashion in-
dustry’, says Correa Alves, who opts for a more social ap-
proach. ‘| was also keen to combine my strengths as a stylist and de-
signer, to see how | could grow in that role myself.” By transform-
ing second-hand clothes into new collections, she is now raising a
counterpoint. In doing so, she took a different approach: instead of
working from a pre-developed design, she started at the other end;
with the production process. By allowing this to be the guiding prin-
ciple, creative surprises emerge. For the first release, she thought
of tops, which turned into dresses on the mannequin, but ultimate-
ly the leftover pieces became the ingredients for the summer pre-
miere. She describes the unconventional making process as ‘learning
by doing’, in which she especially learned how important it is to just
start: ‘A matter of acting and trusting your own feelings.’

The starting point was a sorting company for second-hand
clothing. Correa Alves left there with bags full of old soccer shirts
and scarves which she used to make a series with the theme ‘team
spirit’. In this concept, the benchwarmers - the players who always
sit on the bench or are chosen last — are the real winners. The first
campaign, Not Your Soccer Wife, presents a diverse team of super
babes. The price is kept deliberately accessible to a wide audience,
but it is far from a standard collection: ‘For retail, every jersey has to
be exactly the same, but at Versatile every garment is unique, a cel-
ebration of diversity. They are one-of-a-kind pieces, but they
are still a part of a series.’

The biggest challenge now is scaling up: ‘We made
these bikinis ourselves and it’s still quite difficult as a small
start-up brand to get a collection into production.” She is now
engaging with several social institutions with sewing work-
shops. The football bikinis can still be ordered this summer
through the Versatile Forever website. And the drop for when
autumn approaches is ready to go; dresses made from the
same scarves and shirts.

‘A matter of acting
and trusting your
own feelings’

‘I want to raise a
voice of dissent’
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IRAKLI SABEKIA

Artist Irakli Sabekia was born in a Georgian city that now lies
in occupied territory. At a young age, he moved to Thilisi and
went on to study medicine. After the 2008 war in South Os-
setia, he focused on graphic design, communication and art
direction. In 2015, he started studying Man and Leisure (now
Studio Urgencies) at the Design Academy in Eindhoven. He
graduated with distinction in 2019 with a project regarding
the Russian occupation of Georgia. ‘My practice invites the
viewer to reflect and encourages discussion of the issues
my work addresses. Its central theme is the friction be-
tween man and system.” Having witnessed the consequenc-
es of the occupation of Georgia in the early 1990s, he trans-
lates his experiences into methods for tackling subjects.
‘The stories of small and large communities subjected to
different power systems need to be told. | do this through -
multimedia installations and interventions. | create artistic |nterrup—
tions in the functionality of existing systems. In doing so, | use my sci-
entific background to question the instruments of the established
power. At its core is the connecting of people through ideas.’

With his interactive installation Voicing Borders Sabekia
exposes the reality hidden behind the barbed-wire border of Rus-
sian-occupied Georgia. Sabekia uses old and new satellite images
and a short message in Morse code to map the destruction of 16 vil-
lages. An earlier project, the playful public intervention Ministry of
Reasonable Chaos, comments on the Dutch governance system and
the abundance of social control which leaves little room for spon-
taneity. Together, people can use brightly coloured bricks
to build new structures which disrupt the monotonous and
sometimes sterile public space.

Sabekia is currently developing The Archive of Spa-
tial Knowledge. ‘It is an experimental, open-source dig-
ital platform, a spatial intervention formed by a collection
of censored narratives that are prohibited from being dis-
played in public space. They’re comparable to the stories
from the occupied territories of Georgia that are present in
the memories of the locals but have been erased from the
area.’ In the future, Sabekia wants to further develop his ar-
tistic practice at the intersection of science and visual arts.

‘Stories of communities sub-
jected to different power
systems must be told’

‘My work comments
on existing systems
and structures’
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‘Trees first’ is Jean-Frangois Gauthier’s motto when it comes
to urban planning. It was also the title of his graduation the-
sis at the Amsterdam Academy of Architecture, which was
awarded the KuiperCompagnons Afstudeerprijs. Instead of
trees being the final element in the design of public space, he
argues that they should be the starting point. Not just indi-
vidual trees however, but more in terms of forests. He drew
inspiration from the research of forest ecologist Suzanne Si-
mard, who discovered that trees form a community. ‘We used
to think they were competing with each other, but it turns
out they actually work together’, says Gauthier. ‘Their roots
seek contact with each other, one takes care of the other.
There is a whole system of mature mother trees that look af-
ter the younger growth.” Good news for the life expectancy of urban
trees: while single specimens often live only 20 years, that number
can increase tenfold if you place them closer together.

‘There’s a lot of talk about planting more trees in the city,
but the crazy thing is that no one really knows how best to do it’, says
Gauthier. With a grant from Creative Industries Fund NL, he succeed-
ed in giving his graduation research a follow-up with a pilot project on
the Slachthuisplein in The Hague. Residents had submitted a request
to the municipality for more trees on the square and they needed a
specialist to assist them. ‘But there aren’t really any’, says Gauthier:
‘You have landscape architects and arborists, but they’re not used to
communicating with each other.” He saw the project as an opportu-
nity to become a specialist himself; in early 2021, his first layered ur-
ban forest began to grow, with birch and rowan trees as the front
line, oaks and maples as their slow-growing successors, followed by a
protective, nourishing bed of shrubs and herbs.

The lessons learned - such as the importance of
this three-layer approach and a method to sustainably enrich
the soil - he keeps track of in his journal. He also emphasiz-
es the need for research into ‘natural’ conditions: ‘These vary
from location to location. Sometimes the soil, wind and sun are
similar to a mountain landscape, sometimes to a canyon, and
in the case of the Slachthuisplein to a dune landscape. The
chance of success increases significantly if you choose vege-
tation that thrives in the dunes.” The various scenarios are vi-
sualized in artistic collages; these could give municipalities just
that little push to join forces with Sylva, Gauthier’s company
founded this year, towards a city full of green giants.

‘Trees do not compete
with each other, they
actually work together’

‘Start with a forest,
then the stones’

w
~J



TALENT PLATFORM 2021

38

JEANPAUL PAULA

In general, there’s a fairly strict line between art and fash-
ion. However, for JeanPaul Paula, there’s no distinction be-
tween the various things he does. Whether he’s a photog-
rapher, stylist, or art director, it all stems from the same
creative impulse — and constantly results in different forms
of expression. He’s been developing his practice for nearly
20 years, and has worked with some of the world’s biggest
brands and artists, but his opportunities in the Netherlands
have always been quite limited. ‘In the past year, I've ex-
plicitly decided to take responsibility for my artistry and fo-
cused on sustainability. As part of this process, I'm working
more with my family,” he says. Following a drastic and dra-
matic split with them in his late teens - because he is gay -
they have recently reconnected. Repairing the relationship
is an emotional and in-depth process that requires getting
to know each other again. It includes having conversations
about their culture and the personal convictions that led to the split
and eventual reconciliation.

These conversations form the basis for new types of ex-
pression and are related to the experiences and problematic treat-
ment of LGBTQIA+ people in the Curagcaoan and wider Caribbean
community. He explains: ‘Here, LGBTQIA+ people of colour are con-
tinuously murdered by people from their own communities. Many of
them - myself included - were kicked out of the house and have no
social safety net.” According to Paula, these consequences come
from learned behaviour that is passed on and normalised. ‘| main-
ly focus on the Caribbean context, where the aftermath of colonial-
ism, religion and masculinity creates a toxic cocktail of factors that
contribute to these deadly excesses.” Along those same lines, Pau-
la questions what it means to be a gay and/or black person in this
world, and how it’s possible to survive here.

In addition to photographs, his current research
has led to a movie that deals with Paula’s personal story and
his relationship with his family. It is embedded in an environ-
ment that addresses broader cultural considerations. He
wants to generate awareness for psychology and mental
health within the black community. At the same time, there
are other factors at play — for example, people of colour
have been made largely invisible within the queer commu-
nity, and commercial interests can overshadow long-term
contributions and representation that have the ability to set
an example for future generations. That’s why he wants to
maximise the visibility of this project and reach the widest
possible audience.

‘The aftermath of colonialism,
religion and masculinity
creates a toxic cocktail’

to take responsibility

‘I have explicitly decided
for my artistry’
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JOHANNA SEELEMANN

‘Disaster Studios’ may sound like a design agency you'd rather
avoid. However, in these times of climate emergency, accom-
panying extreme weather events and a global pandemic, per-
haps we should move closer to the disaster and investigate
how we can deal with it. This is exactly what Johanna Seele-
mann has been doing recently, together with the Icelandic risk
management expert Uta Reichardt with the Disaster Studios
project. It is wrong to assume designing for - and after - the
disaster invites extreme functionality and rationality. ‘Aesthet-
ics in particular and the irrational offer significant inputs,’ says
Seelemann. ‘Rationality offers no comfort during or after the
disaster. And the effectiveness of infographics - frequently
used during the corona pandemic - partly depends on their
aesthetic quality.” The outcomes of Reichardts and Seelemanns in-
terdisciplinary project are an online compass that runs on its own
solar-powered server and a publication outlining what value art and
design has in the context of a crisis.

Seelemann has long been fascinated by adaptability, resil-
ience and change, particularly concerning aesthetics. In her previ-
ous work, Terra Incognita, she used industrial clay to examine how
irrationality and outmodedness affect consumer behaviour. Like the
fashion world, the car industry employs deliberate obsolescence to
encourage consumption,a process that takes shape first and fore-

most in clay. ‘It is fascinating that a now hyper-technologi-

‘| want to focus on the
material as a narrator’

o cal product, the car, still starts as a clay sculpture!’ Seele-
€ _ - mann explains. Terra Incognita resulted in a series of stable
® 6 ® but endlessly adaptable objects made from industrial clay.
QD o As the same material is always reused, this playground of
Ko E & aesthetics is suddenly compatible with sustainability.

>30T Seelemann wants to explore further sustainabil-
EE O ity and changeability within the project Perpetual Change
g Bf, (working title), which investigates local material streams
ov 5 and production techniques. ‘| want to focus once again on
o gt the material as a narrator. Hopefully, this will lead to some
0¥ O @ thought-provoking collaborations!’
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JOSSE PYL

‘How we communicate, make agreements, record things and
make the absent present using language fascinates me,” says
Josse Pyl. By language, Pyl means visual, not necessarily spoken
language. Depending on your philosophical position on language,
one could say that language always translates: the relationship
between language and reality is not one-to-one. Language is not
reality, nor is it a literal copy of it. However, a copy is a transla-
tion of a piece of reality. And it is precisely this translation that
preoccupies Pyl.

His most recent project includes a translation and rein-
terpretation of his own work. Pyl made frottages of details and in-
stallation images of that work. ‘When making a frottage, you cre-
ate a sort of copy of an original with a relief, you put a sheet of

‘Language is not reality’

paper over a coin, for example, and then you go over it with a piece
of chalk.’ Pyl has collected these frottages, alongside new work, in a
publication scheduled to be released in September by Roma Publica-
tions. ‘It is not a catalogue of my work’, says Pyl, ‘but really a work in
itself, an object with nothing but images. | have never spent so much

time on one thing before.’

Pyl always wanted to make a book as that is an excel-
lent medium for visual language. But in addition to the book,
there are now also video works. In the stop-motion video

‘How we communicate
fascinates me’

video which will then hopefully translate back into the next.’

Inner World Outer World, as a viewer, you are locked in a
mouth. You see a set of teeth from the back in which engrav-
ings — reverse relief - slowly emerge. Some details from earli-
er work and swirling text on molars and incisors. ‘A word begins
in the stomach. This then breathes it through to the chest and
neck, which forms its timbre. Through the vocal cords, where
the pitch is determined, it goes into the mouth, where the
tongue and teeth provide the final structure, before the word
is pushed into the air,” according to Pyl. Video is a new medi-
um in his work, which he views as an enhancement to his prac-
tice. ‘| can envision this in the future, more frottages and more
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KHALID AMAKRAN

Photographer Khalid Amakran researches the Moroc-
can-Dutch identity. Millennials are central to his work, he
does, however include other generations. ‘Dutch society
often portrays people with a Moroccan background nega-
tively. Their stories are usually told in a reactive context: af-
ter an incident, we are called to account, and we have to de-
fend who “we” are before a talk show audience, so to speak.
There seems to be no room for the small, nuanced and ev-
eryday narratives.’ This negative positioning and perception
have gained momentum since the turn of the century. News
about Moroccan youths and stigmatising statements by pol-
iticians have played a role in this. Amakran wants to take this
image and, as a spoken word artist, use language to set a
different example. ‘| want to find a way to address what this
politicisation does to people.’

After several years of commissioned work, including a week-
ly column in NRC Handelsblad, he now seeks a more autonomous
position. Previously, he mainly focused on people and their environ-
ment. Now he wants to consider these elements separately, thus ex-
amining an individual’s situation while simultaneously paying attention
to the influence of one’s surroundings. The environment and con-
text in which someone grows up profoundly influences their person-
al development. ‘| am dealing with interpreting sociological systems
and giving space to emotional motives.’ In this process Amakran does
not see photography itself as an end, but as a means to capture the
world, analyse it and tell a story. ‘I'm not interested in just pretty pic-
tures. The messages and stories you convey should reach the world
as effectively as possible.’

He focuses on three generations. Firstly, he concen-
trates on the parents who mainly came to the Netherlands as
‘migrant workers’. There has been little opportunity for them
to share their experiences publicly. Amakran also looks at
their children, who had to choose between their Moroccan
and Dutch cultures. This choice, in which the two are mutu-
ally exclusive, plays a vital role in shaping the identity of Mo-
roccan-Dutch millennials. ‘It is often said they cannot be com-
pletely free and have to hide a part of themselves wherever
they are, so they always walk around with a secret.” Amakran
wants to shed light on this hidden facet. ‘I want to show that
there is a shared experience, that there is a group with simi-
lar experiences that are therefore also legitimate. In this way |
show the third generation that they have a future.’

‘The message you convey
must reach the world as
effectively as possible’

‘l want to show that there
is a shared experience’
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LESIA TOPOLNYK

Lesia Topolnyk is an architect who focuses on a broader in-
terpretation of her field. She is interested in the potential of
her profession within our constructed reality — not necessar-
ily in building things. ‘It’s about ideas that take shape during
the research and design process which generate new typolo-
gies,’” she says. For her, it’s not enough to shape the world re-
actively, or in line with what already exists. She explains: ‘Al-
though architects are seen as people who design spaces, we
also design relationships. Especially in these turbulent politi-
cal times, it’'s necessary to look at how the world is designed
to understand the larger context in which a project is taking
place. | sometimes reflect on major problems at a global level,
while other times | focus on the space inside someone’s mind.’

Topolnyk grew up in Ukraine, and addressed the sit-
uation in Crimea with her final project a